[Reconstructive surgery for mitral regurgitation caused by degenerative disease--indications for expansion and early clinical outcomes].
Between January 1983 and June 1990, there were 48 patients who underwent surgery for mitral regurgitation due to degenerative diseases. Among these, 20 patients received mitral valve repair. Overall operative mortality was 5% for patients who underwent valve repair, and 7.1% for those who underwent valve replacement. We standardized a maneuver for valve repair in August 1988 in an attempt to expand its indications. There were 35 patients who underwent surgery prior to that date (group 1), and 13 patients after that date (group 2). There were nine patients (25.7%) in group 1 and 2 patients (84.6%) in group 2 who underwent valve repair. Among these, one patient (11%) in group 1 died within 30 days after the operation, but there were no surgical deaths for any patients in group 2. In addition, one patient (11%) in group 1 and one (9%) in group 2 required another operation for valve replacement. Doppler echocardiographic studies performed postoperatively in 18 patients who had undergone valve repair showed that 13 (72.2%) had no regurgitation, 4 (22.2%) had trivial regurgitation, and 1 (5.6%) had mild regurgitation. Postoperative valve area as determined by continuous-wave Doppler echocardiography was 3.7 +/- 1.1 cm2 (mean +/- SD) for patients who had undergone reconstruction and 3.1 +/- 0.7 cm2 for those who had undergone replacement.